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Jacob's Ladder  

Jacob's Ladder is a block I have always 
liked...it creates a couple of secondary 
designs the really appeal to me. We will be 
making it with 3 colors: light/med, a dark, 
and a light shown as white on the diagram.  
We will be making this one 12" finished.  

For your light/med and dark, think Crayon 
colors. 
 
  

You need to cut as follows:  
1. White: cut two 5" squares; cut 1 strip 2-1/2" x 26"  
2. Light/Medium : cut two 5" squares  
3. Dark: cut 1 strip 2-1/2" x 26"  

 
Sewing Instructions:  

1. Draw diagonal line on wrong side of both the 5" white squares. Match right sides to right 
sides of same size light/medium squares; stitch 1/4" on either side of diagonal mark; cut 
apart on diagonal mark; press seams toward light/medium fabric. Square up half-square 
triangles to 4-1/2" 

2. Sew a 2-1/2" white strip to the dark strip of the same size; press seams toward dark.  

3. Cut ten 2-1/2" sections from strip created in step#2.  Match a pair of units and stitch to 
create five 4-patch units; press seam either way.  Square up new units to 4-1/2".  

4. Sew a four-patch unit to either side of a half-square triangle...make 2 units; press seam 
toward 4-patch.  

 
5. Sew the last 2 half-square triangle units to either side of the remaining 4-patch; press 

seams toward 4-patch  

 
6. Using graphics as a guide, stitch a unit from step#4 to either side of a unit from step#5; 

press seams toward center unit  
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